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This section would further authorize revisions on limitations in
asset sales contained in section 3303(a) of the Strom Thurmond
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public
Law 105-261), as amended by section 3302 of the Ronald W.
Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005
(Public Law 108-375), and section 3302(a) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law 109-163).

TITLE XXXIV—NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVES

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS
Section 3401—Authorization of Appropriations

This section would authorize $18.8 million for fiscal year 2007 for
the operation and maintenance of the Naval Petroleum and Oil
Shale Reserves.

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION
ITEM OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Fuel Assistance Payments to State and Regional Maritime
Academies

Section 3502 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2006, (Public Law 109-163) required the Secretary of Trans-
portation to make payments on an graduated basis to the six state
maritime academies for fuel costs for the operation of the acad-
emies’ training vessels. Section 3502 specifically required the Sec-
retary to make a payment to each school this upcoming fiscal year
in an amount of $0.2 million. This is an increase of %O.l million
from the amount provided for fiscal year 2006. While there may not
be a specific appropriation for this expenditure in the upcoming fis-
cal year, the Secretary has the authority to make these payments.
The committee expects the Secretary to make these payments to
maritime academies, in the maximum amount provided by the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006, (Public Law
109-163), as soon as the applicable appropriations act is signed
into law. For an agency like the Maritime Administration, with a
budget exceeding several hundred million dollars, a payment of
this magnitude should not be resisted. With fuel costs at or near
an all time high, payments by the Maritime Administration to
these six schools, located in Massachusetts, Maine, New York,
Texas, Michigan, and California, are critical to the continued abil-
ity of these schools to operate.

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS
Section 3501—Authorization of Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2007

This section would authorize a total of $164.4 million for fiscal
year 2007, an increase of $19.5 million above the budget request.
Of the funds authorized, $25.7 million would be for the disposal of
obsolete vessels. Within the funds included for operation and train-
ing programs, the committee recommends $19.5 million to provide
for the establishment and reimbursement of non-emergency repairs



